Argumentative Research Paper Rough Draft Organizer
Introduction: (Lead in, introduce and identify the controversy within your subject, and thesis statement)
Thesis Statement: 












































Background Information: (Educate the reader about the topic prior to presenting arguments.)
Topic Sentence  




























Background Information (basic information, definitions)
























Make and defend values 

























































Concluding Sentence (include a transition to next paragraph) 







































Counter Argument: (Inform the reader of the arguments against your position and prove the arguments wrong with evidence.)
Think about it: Do you plan on moving this paragraph elsewhere?  If so, where? _______________________________________________________
TS 































Summary of opposition (basic information, definitions)


























Concrete Detail (starts with a transition word)  
























































 Commentary on CD  



























































CS (include a transition to next paragraph) 









































Reason #1: (This paragraph is dedicated to supporting your thesis statement.)
TS












































 
CD 1 (starts with a transition word)  












CM on CD 1  

























































































CD 2 (starts with a transition word)  










































CM on CD 2  


























































































CS (include a transition to next paragraph)










































Reason #2: (This paragraph is dedicated to supporting your thesis statement.)

TS












































 
CD 1 (starts with a transition word)  













CM on CD 1  


























































































CD 2 (starts with a transition word)  










































CM on CD 2  


























































































CS (include a transition to next paragraph)










































Conclusion: All Commentary (May sum up ideas, reflect on the topic, give a personal statement about the subject, make a call for action, or relate the topic to the reader)
· Does not repeat the introduction
· Does not introduce new ideas
· Gives a finished feeling to the whole essay

· Restate/reword the thesis 

TS (concession to opposition)










































Restatement of position/thesis statement


























Lead-out (Look to the future, Return to lead-in, final quote or observation)





































































Note: For those students wishing to challenge themselves, adding a third reason to your essay is permissible.  Please keep the length of the essay in mind when adding a third point.  Also, in ordering your sub-arguments and evidence, think about moving to your strongest argument or piece of evidence; think also of moving from rational appeal to emotional appeal, then culminating in ethical (values) appeal.

Reason #3: (This paragraph is dedicated to supporting your thesis statement.)
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CD 1 (starts with a transition word)  












CM on CD 1  


























































































CD 2 (starts with a transition word)  









































CM on CD 2  


























































































CS (include a transition to next paragraph)










































Codes:	


TS	Topic Sentence 				CM	Commentary


CD	Concrete Detail (quote from the research) 	CS	Concluding sentence for a paragraph














