Argumentative Research Paper Organizer
PARAGRAPH #1/INTRODUCTION: No textual evidence, no first person, Provides an overview. 
HOOK – Begin with one of the following:
Quotation (Abraham Lincoln once said, “If you look for the bad in people expecting to find it, you surely will.”)

Anecdote

Myth (Most people think that . . . ; but in fact . . .)

Statistics

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TRANSITION – Explanation of hook and how it relates to the topic

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THESIS STATEMENT – Last sentence of 1st paragraph
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PARAGRAPH #2/First Body Paragraph/BACKGROUND 
(Definitions, Background Information (e.g., What is meant by "single-payer health insurance" or Medicaid; who is affected by it; how long has it been in existence); just enough so that the reader has a clear understanding of the issue.  

Explain any implicit values that need to be made explicit and defended (e.g., Government has an important role to play in freeing citizens from irresponsible advertising; it cannot simply be left up to the law of the marketplace.):
(Topic Sentence)_______________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Textual Evidence 1) starts with a transitional phrase _______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 1)  ________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 1)  ________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Textual Evidence 2) starts with a transitional phrase _______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 2)_________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 2)_________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Concluding Sentence with transition to Counter-Argument paragraph)________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PARAGRAPH #3/Second Body Paragraph/COUNTER-ARGUMENT (presents the primary arguments for the opposite side and explains why the arguments are invalid or ineffective): 
(Topic Sentence an acknowledgment of perspective(s) other than your position) _________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Brief summary of opposing position)  ____________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Textual Evidence 1 – support for opposition) starts with a transitional phrase __________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 1)  ________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Textual Evidence 2 – support for opposition) starts with a transitional phrase __________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ (Commentary on TE 2)_________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Concluding Sentence with transition to purpose of essay/reflection of thesis statement)  __________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PARAGRAPH #4/Third Body Paragraph/POSITION (First Sub-Argument or Area of Evidence Supporting Your Position (second strongest argument):
(Topic Sentence)_______________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Textual Evidence 1) starts with a transitional phrase _______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 1)  ________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 1)  ________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Textual Evidence 2) starts with a transitional phrase _______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 2)_________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 2)_________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Concluding Sentence with transition to next argument) _____________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PARAGRAPH #5/Fourth Body Paragraph/POSITION (Second Sub-Argument or Area of Evidence Supporting Your Position (first strongest argument):
(Topic Sentence)_______________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Textual Evidence 1) starts with a transitional phrase _______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 1)  ________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 1)  ________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Textual Evidence 2) starts with a transitional phrase _______________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 2)_________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Commentary on TE 2)_________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(Concluding Sentence with transition to next argument) _____________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PARAGRAPH #6/CONCLUSION: 
Does not include textual evidence

Does not repeat the introduction
Does not introduce new ideas
Gives a finished feeling to the whole paper
SIGNPOST CONCLUSION 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
CONCESSION TO OPPOSITION (one or two sentences)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
RESTATE ARGUMENT (Show once and for all how the evidence leads to the conclusion and include a call to action.)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LEAD-OUT
Final statement relates back to quote or information used in HOOK.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
